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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4 and 15-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Robinson et al. ("Robinson") in view of Liao and Lin. 

Regarding claims 1 , 2, Robinson discloses a connection apparatus 54 for a 
portable device 40, the connection apparatus including a connector and a connector 
cable, the connector cable having an inner end for pemianent connection to internal 
circuitry of the portable device, and an outer end connected to the connector. 

Robinson does not state specifically that the connector and the connector cable 
are capable of (a) data transfer both ways between the portable device and another 
device, and power one way to the portable device from the another device, when the 
another device is a host for the portable device; and (b) data transfer both ways 
between the portable device and the another device, and power transfer both ways 
between the portable device and the another device, when the portable device is the 
host for the another device. Lin discloses a USB or IEEE 1 394 connector which is 
capable of (a) data transfer both ways between the portable device and another device, 
and power one way to the portable device from the another device, when the another 
device is a host for the portable device; and (b) data transfer both ways between the 
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portable device and tlie another device, and power transfer both ways between the 
portable device and the another device, when the portable device is the host for the 
another device. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to use a USB 
or IEEE 1394 connector on the Robinson device. The suggestion or motivation for 
doing so would have been to facilitate communications using standard and well known 
connectors which are widely available and used, such motivation being well known in 
the art. 

Robinson does not show a recess in the wall. Liao discloses a housing including 
a recess for holding the plug 40 and cable 4 (see figure 1 ). At the time of the invention, 
it would have been obvious to modify the Robinson housing to include a recess to hold 
the connector and cable, as taught in Liao and Lin (see e.g. Lin col. 1 ). The suggestion 
or motivation for doing so would have been to store the cable and connector more 
securely and prevent damage to the cable and connector, as taught in Liao and Lin and 
as is well known in the art. 

Regarding claim 3, locating the recess (as taught in Liao) in Robinson where the 
cable exits the Robinson housing would result in the recess being sized, shaped and 
located to not interfere with any operation of a plurality of keys of the portable device. 

Per claim 4, the Liao the recess has two parallel opposed side walls, and a rear 
wall extending between and joining the opposed side walls; a lower wall and a top wall 
both extending between and joining the two opposed side walls and the rear wall, 
the lower wall being spaced from and parallel to the top wall; there being a gap in the 
rear wall for passage therethrough of the connector cable, the connector cable 
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extending between the gap and tlie connector witli a curved shape when the connector 
is in the recess. 

Per claim 15, Liao discloses that when the connector is in the recess, the first 
side surface of the connector is substantially coplanar with the wall. 

Claims 16, 17, 18, and 19 are rejected for the reasons pertaining to claims 1-4 
and 15. 

Claims 7, 22, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Robinson et al. ("Robinson") in view of Liao and Lin as in claims 1 and 16 in view 
of Tseng et al. (Tseng"). Liao does not show projections to hold the connector. Tseng 
discloses recesses 712 and detents 724 to hold a plug in a recess. At the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to use well know retention mechanisms, such as 
small projection as taught in Tseng, to hold the plug in the recess. The suggestion or 
motivation for doing so would have been to secure the plug to the recess, as taught in 
Tseng. The choice of having the detents on the recess wall or the plug would have 
been a matter of obvious engineering choice without patentable significance. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 5, 6, 8-14, 20, 21 , and 24-30 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. Regarding claims 5 and 
20, the prior art does not suggest the as apparatus claimed. Including the combination 
of all the claimed elements, the combination including that the connector cable passes 
through the gap at an angle to the rear wall so as to bias the connector cable to the 
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curved shape, the angle being in the range 30 to 60 degrees. Regarding claim 6, the 
prior art does not suggest the as apparatus claimed, including the combination of all the 
claimed elements, the combination including a projection extending from a first wall of 
the two parallel, opposed side walls towards the second wall of the two parallel, 
opposed side walls; the projection having an inner end spaced from the second wall by 
a distance substantially the same as a length of the connector, the projection also 
having an inner curved surface to facilitate the connector cable fonning a curved shape 
when in the recess. 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ross Gushi whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2005. If attempts to reach the examiner by phone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley, can be reached at 571-272-2800 extension 33. The 
phone number for the Group's facsimile is (703) 872-9306. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


Conclusion 



